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Popularizacia environmentalnej vedy

Zijeme v obdobi poznacenom mnohymi environmentdlnymi problémami.
Z médii sa dozvedame Sokujlice informacie o klimatickej zmene, strate biodi-
verzity, poziaroch a vyruboch dazdovych pralesov, energetickej krize, naraste
chudoby a hrozbe hladomoru. St to témy, ktoré st nielen emotivne, aktualne a
naliehavé, ale zaroven st to témy, ktoré nas nutia viac sa zamysliet nad sebou
samym, nad vlastnym konanim a nad spolo¢nou budtcnostou. Dnes su tieto
negativne vplyvy zname pod slovnym spojenim globalne megatrendy. Jedenast
najvyznamnejsich globalnych megatrendov, ktoré ohrozuju krajinu a jej zlozky
$pecifikovala Eurépska environmentélna agenttra v Kodani. Co znacia? Ako ich
zmiernit? Co ¢lovek m4 a moZe urobit, aby svojim neekologickym konanim voéi
prirode nakoniec neohrozil svoju vlastnt existenciu? Co ma urobit jednotlivec
a ¢o cela spolocnost a celé Tudstvo? Otazok je vela. A kde hladat odpovede? Aj
moznosti rieSenia je dostatok. V kazdom pripade je potrebné zacat od seba. Za-
mysliet sa nad tym, ako sa spravam a ako by sa mali spravat l'udia okolo mria.
Ako sa maju spravat obyvatelia inych krajin a kontinentov.

Jednou z dolezitych podmienok realizovat pozitivne zmeny v spravani ludi
vodi prirode je byt informovany. Mat pristup k overenym informaciam zaloze-
nym na vedeckych vyskumoch a poznatkoch. Ak o tychto témach nebudeme
otvorene hovorit a nebudeme prezentovat vysledky nasich vyskumov medzi
Siroku verejnost, znizujeme moznost, Ze sa situacia zlepsi. Je velmi dolezité sirit
poznatky, najma o negativnych dopadoch, jednoduchou a zrozumitelnou for-
mou medzi Sirokt nielen odbornd, ale aj laickti verejnost. Aby sa Iudia vSetkych
vekovych kategorii dozvedeli, aké rizika ndm hrozia, ked nebudeme respek-
tovat limity, ktoré nasa Zem ma. Treba podporovat vyskum, ziskat aktualne
vedecké informacie a tie dalej $irit medzi predstavitelov politickej, ekonomickej,
podnikatel'skej sféry a medzi beznych I'udi, aby sa hladali optimalne a racional-
ne rieSenia k naprave. Jednym z navodov ako to dosiahnut je aj téma, ktora v
nasej aj zahrani¢nej vedeckej sfére rezonovala v 90. rokoch minulého storocia.
Bola to téma udrzatelného rozvoja — sustainable development. Podla najviac
rozsirenej definicie ide o rozvoj, ktory sticasnym a budiicim generaciam zacho-
vava moznost uspokojovat ich zivotné, duchovné, socialne a ekonomické potre-
by, kvalitné Zivotné prostredie a vysokd rozmanitost prirody. Ak bude dnesna
generacia zit podla principov udrzatelného rozvoja, nasa planéta a fudstvo ma
este nadej. KedZe na tejto ceste napravy je potrebna odborna informovanost,
toto &islo Zivotného prostredia sme zamerali na popularizaciu environmental-
nej vedy. Z prispevkov sa citatel dozvie, ako sa daju rdzne oblasti vyskumu
prezentovat verejnosti tak, aby boli vyuzitelné v kazdodennom zivote ludi, pri
motivacii zachrany prirodnych zdrojov, rozmanitosti biodiverzity a Iudstva sa-
mého.

Milena Moyzeova
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Popularisation of Environmental Science

We are living now in an unsettling period influenced by many environmen-
tal problems and where the media releases shocking information on climate
change, biodiversity loss, rainforest tree-felling and fires, energy crises and in-
creased poverty and famine threats. These topics are extremely emotional and
urgent, and they should therefore inspire each person to reflect on individual
lifestyle and behaviour and the common global future. These negative effects
are currently referred to as global megatrends. The eleven most important global
megatrends which threaten landscape and its components have been identified
by the European Environment Agency in Copenhagen. What do they mean?
How can they be mitigated? What can individuals do to prevent endangering
their own existence by unecological behaviour towards nature? What can be
achieved by each person, by society as a whole and by all humankind? There
are so many questions; but where do we find the answers? The following pre-
cis presents initial solutions. It is most important for each person to begin with
themself; to consider their behaviour and the behaviour of people around them
including everyone throughout the world.

An essential condition for inducing positive changes in people’s behaviour
towards nature is to be well informed and access to validated information based
on scientific research and knowledge. If we do not talk openly about these top-
ics and present the results of our research to the general public, we reduce the
possibility of improving this dire situation. It is therefore extremely important to
disseminate knowledge, especially about the negative impacts, in a simple and
comprehensible form to the general public, and to let people of all ages know
the risks we face if we don’t respect the Earth’s limits. It is further necessary to
promote research and to assemble up-to-date scientific data which should be
disseminated to political, economic and business leaders and to ordinary people
in order to find optimal and rational solutions. One way to achieve this is by ad-
hering to the sustainable development topic that resonated in both national and
foreign scientific spheres in the 1990’s. The most common definition is develop-
ment which enables present and future generations to meet their living, spir-
itual, social and economic needs while preserving environmental quality and
high nature diversity. If today’s generation lives by sustainable development
principles, our planet and humanity still have hope. This journal edition there-
fore focuses on environmental science popularisation, and the contributions in
this issue provide readers with methods of presenting different research areas to
the public that can be used in people’s everyday lives and in their motivation to
save resources, biodiversity and ultimately humanity itself.
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