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Sidlo a rieka

Historia sidla a rieky je neustdlym striedanim vitazstiev a porazok,
neutichajticou snahou ukézat svoju silu a schopnosti. Clovek stavia tam,
kde nema, potom kroti rieku, pride necakane velka voda...

Prirodnym hrozbam su dnes vystavené malé aj najvdcSie mesta
a v nich stovky milionov ludi po celom svete. Platime za nerozumny
boj s prirodou. Staviame mestd v zaplavovych tzemiach, na svahoch
sopiek, v oblastiach vyskytu hurikdnov, ¢i torndd. Obcas sa, samozrej-
me, vyskytnud aj neocakdvané prekvapenia. Obvinovat prirodu vSak
nie je na mieste, ona nekona so zlym umyslom. To len my jej malo
rozumieme.

Na druhej strane je treba priznat, Ze nemdme vela moznosti na iné
rieSenie. Pred 500 rokmi zilo na celej Zemi iba pol miliardy fudi a aj v roku
1950 iba 2,4 miliardy. Teraz sa blizime k poctu 7 milidrd a ni¢ nenasvedcuje
tomu, Ze by sa mal tento pocet v blizkej buducnosti stabilizovat, pripadne
znizovat. ludia postupne obsadzuju aj doteraz rizikové a nebezpecné re-
giony. V porovnani s minulostou ma dnes fudstvo ovela viac prostriedkov
(finan¢nych a technickych) na vyznamné zasahy do prirodného prostredia.
Dotyka sa to najma husto osidlenych a silne urbanizovanych priestorov
bohatsich krajin.

V mestach a v ich okoli maju rieky, ale aj mensie toky a stokové
kanaly iba zriedkavo prirodzeny rezim odtoku. Snahe ¢o najrychlejsie
odviest vodu z atmosférickych zrazok mimo mesto napomaha mnozstvo
betonovych a asfaltovych ploch. To vsak moze sposobit zvyseny vyskyt
nahlych povodni v okoli miest a aj priamo v nich a naopak znizit hladiny
podzemnej vody v pripade obdobi chudobnych na atmosférické zrazky.

To by nas malo priviest k premyslenejsim urbanizacnym a architek-
tonickym rieSeniam miest ako celkov, vratane povodi riek nad a pod
mestami.

Rieky a voda v mestdch plnia aj estetickd, relaxa¢ni a zdraviu pro-
spesnu funkciu. To vSak vyzaduje zlepSenie cCistoty vody v riekach a také
environmentalne a technické rieSenia, aby mali rieky v mestdch vacsiu
plochu vodnej hladiny a aby voda z atmosférickych zrazok odtekala z ur-
banizovanych priestorov pomaly, s o najvacsim vyuzitim podzemného
odtoku.

Milan Lapin, Robert Spacek
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Settlements and rivers

The history of settlements and river is a permanent change of victories
and failures, a continual effect to demonstrate its power and abilities.
Humans build in unsuitable locations, then he tries to tame the river, and
then comes an unexpected great water...

Small as well as larger towns with hundred millions people have to meet
natural disasters all over the world. We must pay for the unreasonable fight
with nature. We build our towns in flood zones, on slopes of volcanos,
in hurricane or tornado areas. Sometimes, of course appear unexpected
surprises, too. However it is uncorrect to blame the nature, it is not its
responsibility. We are who less understand it.

On the other hand we have to confess, we have less possibilities to
solve the problem another way. 500 years ago the number of the Earth'sin-
habitants was only a half milliard and in 1950 2,4 milliards. Now we are
close to 7 milliards and there is no sign that in the near future this num-
ber ought to be stabilized or decreased. People settle the up to now risky
and dangerous regions. In comparison with the past today mankind has
much more means (financial and technical) for significant interferences
into the natural environment. This affects especially the densily settled
and heavily urbanized areas of richer coutries.

In towns and their surroundings the rivers, smaller streams and
waste canals rarely have a natural outflow regime. To take away water of
atmospheric precipitation outside the town there are many concrete and
asphalt covered areas. However on one hand they can cause the increased
occurrence of quick floods directly in the towns and their vicinity and on
the other hand in the period of low atmospheric precipitation the decrease
of underground water level.

This fact ought to lead us to well-considered urbanizational and archi-
tectonical solutions of the towns as a whole, including the catchments
above and under them.

Rivers and water in towns fulfil aesthetic, relax and beneficial functi-
ons, too. But it needs to improve the water quality in rivers and use such
environmental and technical solutions that rivers have greater water sur-
face and water from atmospheric precipitation flow off from urbanized
spaces slowly at the greatest utilization of underground outflow.
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